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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Life is always full of changes and challenges – whether 
it’s dealing with a new born baby, taking children to 
school for the first time, moving house, or adapting 
your house in later years – life is full of changes and 
challenges.  

It is perhaps a sign of old age, but I can’t help feeling that the past 
three years have flown past – it only seems like yesterday that we were 
taking our son, Andrew, to Southampton University for his first term. Now 
he has completed his law degree and is getting ready to move to 
London, to begin his internship with Christian Aid. It only seems a little 

while ago that Simon and Jenny King were taking Heather off to 
Chichester for her degree and now she has successfully completed her 
PGCE in Primary Education and is ready to start her teaching career at 
Willow Bank Junior School in Woodley.  

It’s a story that is repeated across many families in our fellowship, as our 
young people grow and develop, with all the changes and challenges 

that accompany that growth. 

The writer of the book of Ecclesiastes knew all about the changes and 
challenges of growing older, recognising in Chapter 3 that there is a 
time for everything: a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time for 
tearing down and a time for building, a time for sorrow and a time for 
joy, a time for finding and a time for losing, a time for saving and a time 

for throwing away. Perhaps the challenge for us hoarders, is knowing 
the appropriate time for saving and throwing away – Suzy and I often 
have discussions about whether I really need all those items I have 
ferreted away in the shed!  

We are at the start of significant building work within the church 
premises and there will be both the ‘tearing down’ of the old and the 

‘building’ of the new. We know that God will continue to guide this 
phase of construction because we have seen God at work in all the 
preparation and planning.  
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I know that many people will be praying that all goes smoothly for the 

architect, the contractors, the fitters, the electricians, the plumbers and 
other trades that will be involved in this complex project. 

The mission of our church is far more complex than providing good 
quality community space, we are also a fellowship of believers who 
want others to know the joy of a living relationship with God – and to 

this end we’ll be developing a number of new initiatives including 
‘Messy Church’ after the premises have been updated. This is a form of 
church that appeals to a wide range of people, as Carrie King 
explained in an excellent article in last month’s magazine. Thank you to 
all who have already offered to be involved in this new mission 
opportunity, please consider whether God is calling you to be involved 

in some aspect whether it is in helping with craft activities, helping with 
catering, helping with the music or worship leading. 

We have known for some time that David Wong and Phebe Mann 
would be leaving us to move closer to their workplaces in London and 
we want to thank them for their ministry among us over these past five 
years. We have been blessed by their service as worship leaders, house 

group leaders and elders; we have been blessed by their enthusiasm 
and encouragement. David and Phebe we pray that God will continue 
to bless you in your move and we pray that you will find a welcoming 
fellowship near your new home.  

Finally, we are planning to run an Alpha course, on Monday evenings in 
the autumn; this is a ten week course which involves sharing a meal 

together, watching a short dvd and then a time of discussion – it is open 
to everyone, if you are interested please see me or one of the Elders.  

Over the summer period may I invite you to join me in praying for those 
travelling to serve the church in other countries; in praying for those who 
are enjoying holidays at home and abroad; and in praying for those 

who are unable to take a break this summer. 

Yours in Christ,  

Robert   
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Church Family News 

Beginning with very sad news, we are very sorry to 
have to report the passing of Dr Neil Applegate on 
May 31st. Compared with his whole life, at Park we had only know Neil 
for a few years, but we were all aware of the influence he had over 
everyone he met – which extended over three continents: Europe, 
America and Africa. We send our love and deepest sympathy to Hilary 

and all the family. A more detailed appreciation appears later in the 
magazine. 

Joshua Norris’s final weekend at Park URC was noted in various ways 
and was very meaningful for everyone. We wish Joshua well in his future 
ministry; Robert and Suzy were able to join in the final service for his year 

at Westminster College, when Joshua sent his greetings to us all.  

We congratulate Steph Melia and Matt Barkley on their engagement, 
with our love and best wishes for the future. Matt is currently FURY Chair, 
and has just moved to live in Bracknell. 

Andrew Weston has completed his degree course at Southampton 
University, gaining a 2.1 degree. Congratulations! Andrew begins an 

internship at the Christian Aid HQ in London in August – best wishes for 
that and for the future. 

Laura King has now completed the undergraduate BA section of her 
Engineering course at Cambridge University and is continuing for the 
final postgraduate year for her MEng. and MA. 

We have remembered all those who have been sitting for exams: at 

Reading University, and A levels, GCSEs etc in local schools. All these 
have now been completed, and we all await the results.  

There are several personal reasons for congratulation this month: 

Alan Pritchard celebrates his 80th birthday on July 15th; 

Simon and Jenny King celebrate 25 years of marriage on July 22nd; 

And Gaye and Ray Rees have become great-grandparents – some of 

us remember Gaye’s granddaughter Chelsey, who gave birth to Jack 
on 17th July. 
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Members who remember Rev. Pat Clamp, who had a student 

placement here in the 1990s, will be interested to know that she has 
retired from her final ministerial post as Chaplain at Point-in-View, near 
Exmouth, and has now returned to live in Oxford. She sends her best 
wishes to everyone.  

It is good to report that John Wise and Ellen David are making good 

progress after heart surgery, and that Lorraine Butler is much better and 
is able to return to work. We remember those who are still receiving or 
recovering from treatment: Bob Butler, Dot Barker, Alan Pritchard, Hazel 
Curtis, Eileen Day, Elizabeth Knox, Pat Fuller and Carole Clark.  

Doreen Woods 

Christian Aid Week 2014 

Very many thanks to all our collectors, and to those who contributed at 
church.  

The final total amounted to £12456.11, which, given the economic 
situation and the fact that we did not cover quite so many roads as last 
year, is very encouraging.  

Thanks to everyone for their support, and especially the friends who 

helped with the counting and banking. 

More Christian Aid News: 

At the morning service on July 20th, our speaker will be Jessica Hall, who 
is Regional Co-ordinator for Christian Aid for Berkshire. (Sorry that all 
those who will be at the Church Camp, or FURY Camp, will miss her, but 
we will try to book her again next year). 

Also, Andrew Weston will begin an internship working in Christian Aid’s 
head office, in August. 

Doreen Woods, Gaye & Ray Rees, Sally Kirk & Julia Marsh 
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Dr Neil Applegate, 1947-2014 

 “For me to live is Christ, to die is gain”. Philippians 1:21 

Neil was born in 1947 in East London, the second of three sons of Fred  
and Rene Applegate. The family moved house several times, and he 
received most of his schooling in Kent. He first met Hilary in a church 
youth group in 1961, and he was baptised in the same year, this 
beginning his commitment to a life of deep Christian faith.  

He and Hilary married in 1968, and shortly afterwards he began a 
teacher training course in Bromley. Following his training, he held posts 
in Rainham, Dorchester and at Hardyes Grammar School, where he was 
a house master.  

In 1982, after the birth of their four sons Richard, James, Edward and 

Charles, the family moved to California, for Neil’s training as a church 
pastor. He received his Master of Divinity from Fresno Pacific University in 
1985, and a Doctorate of Ministry from Golden Gate Seminary in San 
Francisco in 1989. He was a Pastor of Christian Education with 
responsibility for 1500 children and 300 volunteers.  

He returned to the UK in 1992, to take up his post at Reading School, as 

Chaplain and RE teacher; and for his last 10 years until retirement in 
2008 was also a House Master. It was during his last few years at 
Reading School that Neil and Hilary became members of Park United 
Reformed Church. They began to attend our Bible Study Group, and 
when several more home groups were set up, took on a leadership role 
in one of them.  

Not long after this, on Neil’s retirement, they went for a year to the Life 
Bible College in Folkestone, to prepare for the next stage of their life in 
God’s service: establishing the Alathea Bible College in Siyabuswa, 
South Africa, with the Hope for Africa Mission, where they went in 2009.  

A group of young people from Park and their leaders went to spend 
time at the college, and at Grace Christian School, in the summer of 

2012.  

Sadly by that time Neil had begun to develop signs of illness and had 
had to return to the UK for treatment – but it was a great joy to Neil and 
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Hilary that in the following year they were able to return for 2 months to 

attend the graduation of the first class of the college.  

However, later in 2013 his symptoms returned and this time proved 
untreatable. Neil spent the last few months of his life at the Sunrise Care 
Home in Sonning, being nursed by the staff there and Sue Ryder nurses. 
Hilary expressed the family’s thanks to them at Neil’s memorial service.  

This service, held in the Chapel of Reading School, was a wonderful, 
moving and joyous occasion, celebrating and giving thanks for Neil’s 
life and all the opportunities God had given him for service in many 
parts of the world. It included tributes and recollections from the family 
and from people connected with all stages of his life – demonstrating 
the influence he had on so many people of all ages and backgrounds.  

Hilary and the family were especially moved that Dr Hendrick 
Mahlangu, the Director of Hope for Africa Mission, travelled from South 
Africa to be present and to give a tribute. The chapel was filled to 
capacity with people of all ages, and the whole service reflected Neil’s 
great Christian faith and his certainty of God’s promises. 

In company with everyone whom Neil’s life touched, we were 

privileged here at Park to have been a part of his life and Christian 
service. 

We send our sincere sympathy to Hilary and to all the family. 

Doreen Woods 

With help from Hilary and other members of Neil’s family. 

There is so much we could have said – if anyone has any special 

memories of Neil and his life that you would like to share, please sent 

them to Rod for the next magazine. 
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Letters 

The family and I would like to thank you for all the support, 
encouragement, prayers, cards, flowers, and visits you have given to us 
during Neil’s illness and passing away.  We are so grateful.   

Thank you to those who were able to be with us also for the 
Thanksgiving service for Neil’s life.  You have touched our lives deeply.   

Thank you. God bless you each one. 

Hilary Applegate and Family. 

 

Dear Friends 

We wish to record our thanks to you all for making our Baptism and 
Membership day on 1st June last a very special day.  We enjoyed every 

minute of it and appreciated very much all your kindness, offerings of 
best wishes and cards which we received.   

We feel that it is the will of God who has encouraged us to take this step 
forward in life in order to learn and follow the teachings of the Bible and 
increase our knowledge of Jesus.  Sundays are now a special day in our 
calendar when we come to the services at Park and worship God and 

have fellowship with all of you there.   

We also wish to thank you all for making us feel so welcome by 
your sincerity and friendship when we returned to Park Church in 
December 2012.  Our only regret is that we ceased to attend Park 
Church all those years ago.   

We wish to let you all know that we have now committed ourselves to 

God for the rest of our lives and will endeavour to do all we can to 
support Park Church in all its activities.  

God bless you all. 

Alastair and Ruth. 

Kitchen and Halls Redevelopment 

The Special Church Meeting in June heard the latest news about our 

project to develop the kitchen facilities, to improve the David’s Hall and 
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to update our fire alarm system. We took a step of faith and agreed to 

appoint Crown Interiors as our contractors for this project. We are on 
schedule and our predicted timetable is that work will begin near the 
end of July and should be completed by 20th October. The elders are 
planning a special open day to celebrate the opening of the new 
facilities – more details will be available in September. 

We already have a sink unit, a fridge and a dishwasher in the Small Hall 
(these will act as a temporary kitchen during the construction phase 
and will remain after the kitchen is completed). The crockery and 
cutlery will soon be moved from the old kitchen into the Small Hall. 

Our fundraising activities to date have been very well supported and 
enjoyable events, thank you to all who have helped run our activities 

and to all who have supported them! A special thank you goes to all 
involved in the excellent murder mystery meal with DRAPES on Saturday 
7th June, this was a great evening with a mystery to solve and some 
brave actors taking part in their very first drama production. 

Gardening News 

We are grateful to all who help look after the grounds at our church, 

especially Charlotte Blackburn who spends many hours tending to the 
triangular beds and the rose garden. We have two people who cut the 
grass round the back of the church, Brian Wooldridge and Martin Smith 
– if you could help out once a month please speak to me, Brian or 
Martin, the mower is electric and quite easy to use. As the grassed area 
will be used this summer by our contractors, there will be no need to cut 

the grass until the autumn! We also need to keep the shrubs and trees 
pruned on a regular basis, if this is something you feel able to help with, 
please do speak to me or Charlotte.  

Rob Weston 
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Fundraising for our Development Project 

The fundraising team have booked the following dates for a range of 
activities, many of which you will notice, involve food! We hope that 
you’ll be able to support several of these events – maybe all of them – 
all of which give us opportunity to share fellowship together. 

27th Sept   Harvest Talents Event and Evening Meal 

11th Oct  Meal and music evening 

29th Nov  Christmas Fair 

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 
posters in the church halls.  

Holiday Forum, August 2014 

You may have already seen details of Holiday Forum 2014 which is 
being held in Swanwick, Derbyshire during August. This week long event 

run by volunteers from across the UK contains a mix of worship, 
entertainment, theme sessions, discussion groups, visits to local 
attractions, activities for children and young people. 

If you would like to go but were wondering how to get there we have a 
solution. One of the steering group, Ted Graham from Thatcham URC 
has arranged for a coach which will be going from our area to Holiday 

Forum. Ted is able to offer this transport for free! 

More details can be found at the website www.urcholidayforum.org.uk 
and you can find out about previous holiday weeks just talk to Les Dray, 
Doreen Woods or Gaye Rees. 

Rob Weston 
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Gift Day 

Church Meeting has agreed that we should have a Gift Day this year 
and that its purpose will be to raise funds to help close the gap 
between the grants and donations we have received and the total 
cost of our kitchen and halls development project. 

The date agreed by Church Meeting for the Gift Day is Sunday 13th July 
and I am writing to encourage you to support this cause. 

Our fundraising team, with others, has done a tremendous job in 
organising external funding for our development project, with significant 
grants from various trust funds plus all the social activities of this year.   

We will have to take out a loan from the Wessex Synod but the more 
donations we receive, the more we’ll be able to reduce the loan. The 

Church Meeting held on 15th June 2014 agreed unanimously to 
proceed with the project and awarded the contract to ‘Crown 
Interiors’ who will begin work on site on 28th July. 

If you feel able to make a contribution to this year’s Gift Day appeal, 
please place your gift in the enclosed envelope, complete the Gift Aid 
wording if you pay tax, and place it in the collection at the morning 

service on Sunday 13th July or the following week.  Alternatively, you 
could hand it to your Elder or, if you are enclosing a cheque, you could 
post it to the Treasurer at the address above.  (Cheques should be 
made payable to Park United Reformed Church). 

Thank you for your support as Park United Reformed Church continues 
to extend its mission in our local community. 

Rob 
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Race For Life  

On Wednesday 18 June 2014, 
Bev Warden, Sally Street and 
Carrie King, three intrepid 
members of the ‘Nomads 
House Group’ completed the 
10k ‘Race For Life’ at 

Basingstoke.  

Didn’t they do well?! 

Cancer Research UK’s Race 
for Life is a series of 5k or 10k 
women-only fundraising 

events, which are raising 
money for research to help 
beat all 200 types of cancer 
sooner. There are almost 300 
Race for Life events across the UK.  

Everyone always wears bright pink and it is quite an emotional sight to 

see hundreds of women running, walking and sometimes dancing 
round the course. The Nomads chose to walk it! 

Over the past 20 years, more than 7 million women have taken part in 
Cancer Research UK's Race for Life, raising over £526 million to fund the 
charity's life-saving work. And in their 20th year they're hoping to raise 
£50 million! 

Thanks to all those who have sponsored the team (It’s not too late to 
make a donation – just see Bev, Sally or Carrie!) 
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Student Minister Farewell - and Ordination 

We had a wonderful evening at the 
end of May during which around 80 
people shared a meal to mark the end 
of Joshua Norris’ ministerial placement. 

The evening included a number of 
gifts for Joshua (including a new 

minister survival kit with a host of useful 
items!)  
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spot the difference! 

There were three songs written (or 

adapted) specially by ‘Two Crotchets 
and a Quaver’. 

Joshua’s ordination and induction 
service will take place on Saturday 6th 
September at 2.00pm, in Halstead 

United Reformed Church. 

If you’d like to join us for that special 
occasion please sign up on the sheet 
or let me know.  

There are about 25 people already 
signed up and we’ll arrange transport 

nearer the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a further service to readers of this 

magazine, particularly for those 

travelling to the event, there is a 

useful ‘cut out and keep’ cultural 

guide to Essex in the next article... 

...I’ve never 

been so 

embarrassed! 
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A Student Ministers’ Guide to Essex 

The road of life it calls to you  

to follow your vocation, 

From Hampshire’s backwardness  

on to Berkshire’s sophistication 

Now the call has come to travel on  

to further work and strive, 

The road you’ll walk to take you east  

it’s the M25. 

 
Farewell now from all of us at Park, 

farewell the province of Wessex. 

For there’s  only one way now, 

Yes, there’s only one way now, 

the only way is Essex. 

 
This change of scene will change you too,  

you’ll take up Essex ways, 

Frequent trips to the spray tan booth, 

The dog track on Fridays. 

Your hair bleached blond, your teeth bleached white, 

You’ll wear designer brands, 

You’ll trade your car for a bright hot hatch, 

To cruise round Essex lands. 

chorus: 

Your worship style will change as well, 

you’ll know you’ve settled when... 

your prayers end with “know what I mean” 

instead of just “amen” 

Estuary English they will speak, 

not the accent of the Queen. 

So any Park accent will need  
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subtitles on the screen. 

Church social events they too will change, 

Church lunch of jellied eels 

Brownies all-night poker games 

Crates of lager with church meals 

Their understanding of ‘Fair Trade’ 

May well be different from ours. 

Less to do with the yellow fruit 

And more with second hand cars. 

chorus: 

Maybe you’ll find a local lass, 

to set your heart a-whirl. 

With white stilettos and peroxide hair, 

she’ll be your Essex Girl. 

Candlelit meals of whelks and eels 

you’ll be her Essex Man, 

The candle’s orange glow will match 

the orange of her tan 

chorus: 

And as you walk on Essex lanes, 

Besides the burnt out cars, 

You’ll look back with heart full of love, 

For those your work inspires. 

From Park’s intelligentsia, 

to orange Essex Man. 

The work you do is good and true, 

And all part of God’s plan. 

Yes, the work you do is good and true, 

And all part of God’s plan. 

Anonymous  
(in case the Essex tourist board are reading) 
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Bookkeeper Required 

Bookkeeper needed for Fusion Youth and Community UK, this is a part 
time post - working one or two days a week, to start as soon as possible. 
Previous experience is necessary.  

This is a self-funded post as all Fusion staff are self-funded. It is ideal for 
someone who has recently retired but keen to keep their hand in, or 
someone wanting to get back into work after time out.   

If you think you can help please call or text Claire on 07988355297. 

Volunteers to help Street Pastors 

Volunteers required for Street Pastors & the First Stop Bus - if you are 
interested in helping & making a difference in your community then 
contact Sally Leonard for more information at 
reading@streetpastors.org.uk or mobile 07970710080.  

Full training given, beginning on 13th September.  

Xn Magazine  

Xn needs champions! Your local Christian news magazine called Xn is 
looking for champions - people who can help champion the magazine 
in your church as we seek to get it into the hands of readers.  

They would ensure copies are shared in your church and into the wider 

community. It's really easy and will make all the difference to us.  

If you can help, email editor@xnmedia.co.uk  Phil Creighton, editor, Xn, 
Mobile 07985 413641, Tel: 0118 328 0967 
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Befriending Scheme 

Engage Befriending requires volunteers to visit older people living in the 
Reading Borough who are lonely or isolated.   

These visits are weekly or fortnightly and we can take our Engage 
Friends out as part of this visit if appropriate.  We are currently looking 
for more befrienders and also someone who could design some new 
leaflets for us.   

If you can help or would like to find out more, please get in touch with 
Katherine Shepherd at engage@themustardtree.org or telephone 0118 
956 7000 

Children’s & Youth Workers’ Forum 

Wessex Synod Children’s & Youth Forum - Saturday 22nd November 
2014 - 10am-4pm This event is for Children’s & Youth Workers.   

A chance to explore how we as a Synod and the local church 
encourage and enable young people to explore what God is calling 
them to do.   

An opportunity for all churches to influence the strategic development 
and direction of our children’s and youth work.   

Closing date for bookings: Friday 14th November 

Contact: Ruth Heine, email: development@urcwessex.org.uk   tel: 023 
8067 4513 
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July Calendar 

Wed 2nd 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Premises and Maintenance Group 

Sat 5th 4 – 7 pm Games and Barbecue in Palmer Park 

Sun 6th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

   No evening service 

Wed 9th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sun 13th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

  6.00 pm Holy Communion with a time of prayer for 
healing and wholeness 

Wed 16th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Fri 18th – Sun 20th Park URC Church Weekend Camp 

                             Wessex FURY Camp 

Sun  20th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship. Speaker Jessica Hall from 
Christian Aid. Worship led by the Earley/Charvil 

House Group 

   No evening service 

Wed 23rd 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 27th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Keith Whyte 

   No evening service 

  Morning Prayers resume on September 3rd 

House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak 
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are 
interested in joining a group. 
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August Calendar 

Sun 3rd 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion  

Led by Roger Clark 

Sun 10th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Dave Jones 

Sat 16th – Fri 22nd URC Holiday Forum at the Hayes Conference 

Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. Theme Leader: Rev. Robert Weston 

Sun 17th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Phebe Mann and 
David Wong 

Sun 24th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Carol McCarron 

Wed 28th Last day for material for the next magazine (Publication 

date September 7th) 

Sun  31st 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Baptism led by 

Rev Robert Weston 
 

There will be no evening services during August and Morning Prayers 
resume on September 3rd. 

Lay Preacher Training 

Lay Preacher Training at Westminster College, Cambridge. This year’s 
theme: Springs eternal: Christian hope and the Church 

Choice of Dates: Monday 8th – Wednesday 10th September 2014 or 
Wednesday 10th – Friday 12th September 2014 or Friday 12th – Sunday 
14th September 2014. 

Further information and a booking form is available from Ruth Heine, 
email: development@urcwessex.org.uk, tel: 023 8067 4513. 
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A Year with the Friendship Club 

Report presented at the Club’s AGM in May. 

Another year, and this year our 63rd, which we celebrated at Reading 
College with 32 members – a really good gathering and lovely food.  

Our Charity talks have been different this year, with a charity each 
term. Air Ambulance, Help for Heroes, and Xn the Christian magazine 
have all benefited from our gifts.  

We’ve been travelling far and wide during the year: to the Isle of Wight, 
a River trip to Moscow, Rhodes, Dubrovnik and Montenegro and 
Souvenirs of Paris. Our Minister took us to Germany and Switzerland as a 
Wandering Reformer, studying on his sabbatical.  

We heard about the history of bell ringing, and the life of Edward Elgar, 

one of England’s great musicians. Jill attended Windsor Castle to see 
her husband receive the MBE, and Molly was chosen to receive 
Maundy money at Oxford Cathedral.  

Another interesting talk was “Walking Sticks and Shepherds’ Crooks”. 

A very good entertainment was supplied by the Crescent Singers for our 
birthday afternoon. “Call the Midwife” came with Jean Dyer, with life in 

the 50s in Brixton. 

Joshua, our student minister, gave us a very full insight into his life and 
how he came to make the church his life. Picture postcards of the 
Great War gave us special memories in this centenary year. We had a 
tour of London when Dickens was working, imagining him with a 
camera. It was good to have Julia Freeman back, talking of her 

husband’s work as a Bridge Engineer, although with a really sad ending, 
but thanking him for their life together.  

Food has been quite important in our meetings, celebrating many 
birthdays and festivals. The “Pampered Chef” came; Doreen talked 
about Lenten and Easter Food, when Beryl made us a wonderful Simnel 
Cake. She also made cakes for our Garden Party in Jill’s garden last 

year - this year our Garden Party will be held at Ruth and Alistair Clark’s 
home.  
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Our numbers have been a little down this year, except for the Birthday 

Lunch, which everyone made an effort to attend.  

I should like to thank the Committee for their various contributions: 
especially Jill for the catering, Maureen for looking after our finances, 
Ellen, Angie and Olive for remembering birthdays, etc.  

We look forward to our 64th year with everyone fit and well, and looking 

forward to the future. 

Joan Pearson 

A Recycling Opportunity 

Bring your postcards (used or unused) to the MAF collection box, which 
you will find next to the Church Pigeonholes. These cards will be sent to 
Ken Thom, who will turn them into funds for the “Mission Aviation 

Fellowship”.  

Last year, Ken and his team raised £16,100. Let’s keep MAF flying in our 
Lord’s service.  Thank you 

Linda Adkins 

Core Skills Introductory Evening 

CORE training is for anyone working with children and young people. 
You may just be starting out in this ministry or you may have been 

serving for a number of years - All are welcome.  

The aim of CORE is to develop and extend key skills for ministry with 
children and young people.  Find out more at the Introductory Evening.  
The six sessions of CORE will run during Autumn 2014 and Spring 2015.  
Dates, times and venues to be confirmed.  

These sessions will cover the following topics:- Child Development, 
Leadership Skills , Programme Planning, Children and Community, 
Pastoral Awareness, Spirituality and the Bible. For further information and 
to book your place, contact Ruth Heine, email: 
development@urcwessex.org.uk   or Telephone: 023 8067 4513  CORE 
Skills Introductory Evening, 7pm on Thursday 10 July at Wesley Methodist 

Church, Queen’s Road, Reading, RG1 4BW. 
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News from Barbara Badoo 

This is to let you know my new address 
which is 

40 Alexandra Place 
South Lake Crescent 
Woodley 
Reading 

RG5 3DW 

My new phone number is 0118 9692058 and 
my email address remains as 
barbara@baddoo.org 

I think this is the 45th move in my life and 

hopefully the last! 

Everybody had to move out of Sutton Court 
as they are going to demolish the building 
and replace it with twenty houses. 

Various family members such as Rachel, 
Rosemary, Jim and Nancy have been 

helping me with the move and settling me into the new flat. I am 
upstairs with a little balcony and opposite me on the other side of the 
road is an Anglican church. They have already held a joint fete with 
Alexandra Place and I’m planning to go to the service this Sunday. 

As usual, there is a guest room here, so I’m hoping to have a few visitors! 

I recently celebrated my 90th birthday and have seen all of my five 

“children” (ridiculous word as they are all over 50!) over the period. I 
had a family party on the 19th of April (a bit early) to fit in with the 
Easter holiday, which was lovely. Thanks for all the lovely cards, emails 
and telephone calls I had. 

Lots of love 

Barbara Badoo 
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Elder’s Prayer for the Month 

Lord God, You have given us Your truth through the story of the first 
Easter – Help us to understand, help us to honour You and recognise 
Your gifts to us each and every day. 

We thank You that You have brought us to this place to worship You 
together in freedom and in peace; we pray for all believers in You who 
are persecuted and lack the freedom to express Your love to others. 

We thank You for Your gift of the Holy Spirit who is with us now as we 
pray together, with us to take away out fear. 

We ask Your blessing on this fellowship as it grows in Your love, 
developing its mission, outreach and purpose together.  Be with Your 
Church at Prayer in the coming week, that as individuals and as a 

trusting group of believers we may discern Your will for us here in 
Reading. Give us the vision and confidence to see You walking beside 
us each day of our lives. 

Lord God, we pray for the world You created, for its resources and for its 
care. We pray that humankind will be worthy to live in peace with 
respect for creation and for the care of all its people. 

We ask Your blessing on the Saints who have gone before us – now 
called to your eternal kingdom.  We remember all the men, women 
and children who have inspired and supported our faith journey.  We 
pray for Your servant – Neil Applegate who inspired us all.  Be with his 
family, friends and all whose lives he touched in humility and faith. 

We pray for all in our world, whose lives have been and still are torn 

apart by war, so called police actions, civil unrest and violence 
remembered in our history and in the present day.   Families struggling 
with remembrance, families struggling with daily survival, families 
struggling to find their everyday needs and individuals alone and afraid.   
We pray for children, lost and alone, abused and in danger. Help us to 
place them in Your care when we feel so helpless every day. 

These prayers Lord are part of our trust in You.   Amen 

Dave Jones 

Church Contacts 
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Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 
    

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 

support, with links to even more helpful websites. 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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Don’t Forget!... 

 

Park 

Church  

Camp  

2014 
 

 

Friday 18th July - Sunday 20th 

July 

White Mark Farm, Watlington 


